Information for Counselors 

All merit badge counselor need to take Youth Protection course, this can be done on-line at the council’s web site. The course is located at www.housatonicbsa.org. After getting the web site select the Youth Protection Training link near the bottom on the left side of the page. For the protection of both the boy and the adult, a scout and a councilor should never meet alone. The scout can bring a friend or parent when meeting the counselor. The counselor can also meet the scout in a public location, such as the library or church hall. Often two or more scouts will work together on a badge. This also satisfies the Youth Protection objective.
Counselors should obtain a copy of the current Merit Badge Pamphlet for each merit badge they teach. This provides the detailed requirements for each badge and Scouting’s expectations for the badge. The counselor should also obtain a copy of Merit Badge Counselor Orientation, #34542 and A Guide for Merit Badge Counseling, #34532C which is available from the council website. Training for Merit Badge Counselor is simply reading the above manuals, read the requirements in the Merit Badge pamphlet, and reviewing the Merit Badge Program Quiz & Answer sheets.
The council adds the counselor’s name, phone number, home town, and badges taught to the Counselor List. The list is published on the council’s website and is available on request. Scouts use the list to find a counselor for the badges they choose to earn. If you do not want this information published, please do not apply to be a merit badge counselor. 

National requires that each counselor re-register every year. Since there is no fee involved the council simply confirms that each counselor intends to remain a counselor for the coming year. Council office will send out the letter to confirm your continuing interest on the 2nd week of November and expect your response by December 1st. If you do not respond to the letter your name will be removed from the list.  If you do not receive a letter, call your council advancement chair or the council office before December 1st or you may be dropped from the list. 

If a Scout calls and you are unable to help him, simply advise him to find another counselor with the help of his unit leader. 

As a counselor you are expected to instruct, guide and/or counsel the scout so that he can complete all the requirements for the badge within the framework of the Merit Badge Pamphlet. You may neither add to nor subtract from the requirements but there is no limit to the additional information, encouragement or support that you can give a scout, depending upon his level of interest in the subject. 

The merit badge requirements are full of action verbs like write, describe, demonstrate, build, show, provide, etc. Be sure that the scout has an opportunity to fulfill each of the requirements as intended. 

We understand that many Scouts will want to use a counselor from their own unit; a person who they know. The program is designed to teach boys the value of communicating with people they do not know. Please enthusiastically encourage Scouts to get at least half their merit badges from counselors outside their unit.  

If you or any unit leader observes that a counselor asks too little or too much of a scout in qualifying for a badge, please advise the council advancement chair so that appropriate action can be taken. 

Merit Badge Program Quiz

Test your knowledge of the BSA merit badge counselor program.

TRUE or FALSE:

1. T
F
A merit badge counselor may be a counselor for only up to six merit badges.

2. T 
F 
A merit badge counselor may not coach his own son or close 

relative (i.e., nephew) unless he is part of a group of Scouts all working on the same merit badge.

3. T
F 
A merit badge counselor who works only with a single unit needs only
the unit committee’s approval before being approved by the Scout 
executive.

4. T  
F 
Persons serving as merit badge counselors must be registered as a 
merit badge counselor with the Boy Scouts of America.

5. T 
F 
A Scout may earn no more than five merit badges from the same merit



badge counselor.

6. T 
F 
Once a Scouter is approved as a merit badge counselor, he is approved
for life and never has to be reapproved.

7. T 
F 
A Scout must complete all the requirements for a merit badge within
12 months or he must start over.

8. T 
F 
A merit badge counselor may require the Scout to work beyond the



specific requirements of the merit badge so he may discover more 
about the subject and continue the learning process.

9. T 
F 
Due to the BSA policies related to Youth Protection and two-deep



leadership, a merit badge counselor must have another adult present



during all merit badge counseling sessions.

10. T 
F 
If the weather, locale, or some other condition makes meeting all of
the conditions of the merit badge requirements impractical, the merit
badge counselor may substitute requirements for those stated for the 
merit badge.

11. T  F 
Merit badge counselors must be at least 18 years old.
12. T 
F 
If the requirements for a merit badge differ between the merit badge



pamphlet and the current edition of Boy Scout Requirements, the



requirements in the Boy Scout Requirements book supersede all
others.

Merit Badge Program Quiz Answers

1. False. 
A counselor may be approved for as many badges as he or she is 
qualified. Since this is up to the members of the approving body to decide, 
they also may decide how many merit badges they feel it is necessary for 
a counselor to coach based upon need within the district or council.

2. False. 
A duly approved counselor may counsel any Scout who contacts him or 
her through proper procedures. However, it is suggested that wherever
 possible, Scouts should experience a variety of adult contacts and 
therefore, should use a diverse group of counselors.

3. False. 
All counselors must be approved by the district/council advancement committee.
4. True. 
Even volunteers who serve in multiple positions must fill out another form and 
show registration as a merit badge counselor.
5. False. 
A Scout may earn as many badges from a counselor as the counselor is qualified
 and approved to coach. However, since it is in the Scout’s best interest that he
 experience a diversity of adult contacts, it is not in the spirit of the program to do 
so unless conditions warrant.
6. False. 
Counselor approvals are for one year only.
7. False. 
There is no time limit except that all requirements work must be completed before
 the Scout’s 18th birthday.
8. False. 
No additions or deletions are permitted. The requirements are to be completed


exactly as written. However, a counselor may share additional information or 
resources in the hope of encouraging the Scout to challenge himself.
9. False. 
There must always be a third person present, but it may be any other adult 
familiar to the Scout, a Scout’s parent, or a Scout’s “buddy.” Common sense
 dictates that two adult counselors alone with only one Scout should be avoided.
10. False. 
No additions or deletions are permitted. The requirements are to be completed


exactly as written.
11. True.
12. True. 
The Boy Scout Requirements book is revised annually and reflects any changes 
that have been made, whereas the merit badge pamphlets are not revised annually 
and may be outdated.

