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LEADERS OF.VALLEY SCOUTING

Warren Whittum (left, above), president of Housatonic Coun
Boy Scouts of America, and Frank Gates, holder of the Silver Ante
regional award in recognition of his years of interest in fosteri
Scouting in this area from its earliest days.

10,000 Boys Have
From Scouting in Housatonic
Council in the Past 36 Years

Since 1917, Boy Scouting has
been a vital force in organized
iwork among boys in the valley
towns and cities, many of whom
have become prominent citizens,
active in the industrial and business
life of the community, and fore-
r10st in those undertakings in which
high ideals are practiced, most
notably, good citizenship and love
for God and country. It is esti-
mated that some 10,000 boys have
benefited from Scout training dur-
ing which Housatonic Council has
functioned as the supervisory and
directing agency serving the wval-
iley towns and cities, all learning
valuable lessons and taking ad-
jvantages of the training that has

'in their chosen iife’s work. Some
of these are not cnly leaders in
the community but they have main-
tained their interest and activity in
Scout work throughout the years,
being adult leaders, anxious- te
help in providing boys oi today
with the sama nigh type training
frem which they themselves have
benefited.

This week, Boy Sgout Week,
marks the 43rd anniversary of
the founding of -he Boy Scouts of
America. From 3mall beginnings
the: movement. imported from Eng-
land, has shown a steady and re-
markakle growth until today. th2re
are 3,250,060 Scouts and  Scout
leaders in this country with 84,-

“busy men and they comprise 1l

armed them in taking their place|

| ceive the official magazine, Bo

Benefited

bership of 822, the largest ev
registered in the council. TI
membership is divided as follo
Cubs 365; Scouts 380; Explorers™

The council has 260 participa
ing adults, who. devote some-
their time and energies to t
work of Scouting. They are mos

council officers, the council boa
and serve on various c¢ommitte
of the council. They plan the i
numerable events which are i
tended to make the council and .
units an active force in the co
munity and as council leade
they usually take active parts
these events. IS )
According to -present figu
there are ten Cub Scout Packs,
all time high, 14 Boy Scout Troo
compared with 18 in 1947, and fo
Explorer Posts. The Explorer Po:
conduct programs, more advanc
and challenging, for the old
boys whose ages range from 14
18. A survey has shown. that 1
Scout members of the council ri

Life, while one of the objectiv
of the council is to get a 50 p
cent subscription in the coun
to this worthwhile boys’ magazin
Annua} Boy Crop

Not all the boys in the wvall
cities and towns are Scouts. Ma
of them for oné reason or anothi
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land, has shown a steady ana re-
markakle growth until today thzre

are 2,250,000 outs an:d Scout
leaders in ti antry with 84,-
000 units i Seouting

|is organized in every state in the
Union and in all the possessicns of
the United States. The president
of the United States is the honor-
ary president of the Boy Scout
movement and before entering
the White House, President Eisen-
hower was a member of the na-
tional executive board of the
Scouts. :
Housatonic Council
. Housatonic Council, as the offi-
cial group sponsoring Boy Scouting
in the valley communities, was
organized as a second class coun-
cil, on November 17, 1917.

Elgm Sherk was ﬁrst ‘president
of the council and Archibald Peck,
the first secretary: ‘The council

originally embraced only Derby

and Shelton.

On January 25, 1923, Housatonic
Council beeame a first class coun-
cil with Ansonia and Seymour be-
ing included in its Jumsdmtmn
Those who have sérved as presi-
dénts of the council in the inter-
vening years are; Richard T. To-
bin, James B..Atwater, Frederick
F. Abbott Malcolm M. Eckhardt,
Raymond Carter, William Whitney,
Thurston Merriman, Lucien L. De-
saulniers, James Halpin, Frederick
‘G. Space, Howard A. Reffelt, Lau-
rence E. Potter, Franklin S. Har-
ris and Warren C. Whittum, in-
cumbent president. i

A member of the Executive
Board frem the beginning, Frank
H. Gates has always been an ac-
tive member of the council and
greatly interested in Boy Scout
work. ‘Mr. Gates is honorary pres-
ident of the council and has been.
national ~ council representative
since 1936, attending nearly all
national council meetings in the
interim. He was the first member
of the local council to receive the
Silver Beaver, the council’s author-

standing work for Boy Scouting.

Mr. Gates also received in 1937, the

Silver Antelope, a regional award

for his work on behalf of Scouting.
Silver Beavers

Some- of the members of Housa-
tonic Council who have received
Silver Beavers for their services
in behalf of Scouting include Saul}
Steinman, Edmund D. Strang,
Howard A. Reffelt, D. Lester Johns,

ter, L. Raymond Darling, Thomas
J. Manning, Thomas W. Millea,
Frederick- G. Space, Henry S.
Douglas * 'and Lucien L. Desaul-
niers.
Scout Executives

Executives who, have served the
council are: W1lham B. Sharat
from ~ 1923
Ward from 1925 to 1927; Jerome
A. Higgins from 1927 to 1931; Har-
ry S. Hanson from 1932 to 1940;
Henry Donohue from 1940 to 1944;
C. Murray Cott from 1944 to 1948,
‘and Earle R. Minton, incumbent
{executive, since 1948. The Council
maintains its office in the Loomer
Building on Main Street, with Mrs.

Marjorie P, Steeves as office sec-|

retary., Mr.  Minton and Mrs.
‘Steeves are the two  full time
workers employed by the counml
o Support

Support of the local council is
from allocations from the Derby

and Shelton Community Chest and;

the

wrhila

Ansonia Community Chest
a Ariva ic eondueted  each

ized honorary recognition for out-{

Walter E. Beach, James B. Atwa-|

to 1925; Clarence O.!

Not all the boys in the valley]
cities and towns are Scouts. Many
of them for one reason or another
never get to join the movement.
It they did there would be more l
Cub, Scout and Explorer Posts.
The “eligibles” for Scouting -in
the area based on a survey of the
1950 census. shows that {l
approx1mate1y 3,000 boys,
three age groups, eigh
ten, eleven through 13 &
14 to 18, who, should be
The age . for Cubs rang
eight through ten, for .
to 13 inclusive and for
14 to . 18. Increased Sc
and mempership means,
increased expenses in
the council and addutlo»
leaders. "

‘The’ Unknown Sc

‘Boy- Scoutmg had 1ts

Baden-Powell, thea a-
general in the English™
later became chief Sco
world. It was introduced
country on February .10
William D. Boyce, a C ag
lizsher. Mr. Boyce. was on
sometime . before in En
became lost in the.
one night. He inguired hi:
a young. boy who took
to the place he was seeki:
Mr. Boyce tried to tip’
ster for his trouble the
the Scout salute and sai
doesn’t take a'tip for a
So impressed ‘was Mr
next day he made it
visit.. the - Scout head
London where he told o
dent and began a study
quiry into ‘Scouting. As:
when ‘he returned’ to:
try,-it was with & compl
edge of Scouting, lite
signia. and other mater
about at once to organ
ing in” America, !
" Thus, it was through a
cident; that Scouting W
duced into this countr
known Scout” made a“dee;
sion. on -Mr. Boyce. It a
‘an impression on ‘Scouti
Tland ‘for the boy, who

statue in London whic
“The Unknown Scout,”
him and Scouts the world
standing for -high ide
willingness to help.at




